
WHAT HAPPENS WHEN GOD IS THE PRIORITY?

Genesis 26:1-6 (Isaac blessed in the famine)
Now there was a famine in the land—besides the previous famine in Abraham’s time—and Isaac 
went to Abimelek king of the Philistines in Gerar. The Lord appeared to Isaac and said, “Do not go 
down to Egypt; live in the land where I tell you to live. Stay in this land for a while, and I will be 
with you and will bless you. For to you and your descendants I will give all these lands and will 
confirm the oath I swore to your father Abraham. I will make your descendants as numerous as the 
stars in the sky and will give them all these lands, and through your offspring all nations on earth 
will be blessed, because Abraham obeyed me and did everything I required of him, keeping my 
commands, my decrees and my instructions.” So Isaac stayed in Gerar. 

Genesis 26:12-15 
Isaac planted crops in that land and the same year reaped a hundredfold, because the Lord 
blessed him. The man became rich, and his wealth continued to grow until he became very 
wealthy. He had so many flocks and herds and servants that the Philistines envied him. So all the 
wells that his father’s servants had dug in the time of his father Abraham, the Philistines stopped 
up, filling them with earth.

1 Kings 17:1-24 Elijah Announces a Great Drought
Now Elijah the Tishbite, from Tishbe in Gilead, said to Ahab, “As the Lord, the God of Israel, lives, 
whom I serve, there will be neither dew nor rain in the next few years except at my word.”

Then the word of the Lord came to Elijah: “Leave here, turn eastward and hide in the Kerith 
Ravine, east of the Jordan. You will drink from the brook, and I have directed the ravens to supply 
you with food there.”

So he did what the Lord had told him. He went to the Kerith Ravine, east of the Jordan, and 
stayed there. The ravens brought him bread and meat in the morning and bread and meat in the 
evening, and he drank from the brook.

Elijah and the Widow at Zarephath 
Some time later the brook dried up because there had been no rain in the land. Then the word of 
the Lord came to him: “Go at once to Zarephath in the region of Sidon and stay there. I have 
directed a widow there to supply you with food.” So he went to Zarephath. When he came to the 
town gate, a widow was there gathering sticks. He called to her and asked, “Would you bring me 
a little water in a jar so I may have a drink?” As she was going to get it, he called, “And bring me, 
please, a piece of bread.”

“As surely as the Lord your God lives,” she replied, “I don’t have any bread—only a handful of 
flour in a jar and a little olive oil in a jug. I am gathering a few sticks to take home and make a meal 
for myself and my son, that we may eat it—and die.”

Elijah said to her, “Don’t be afraid. Go home and do as you have said. But first make a small loaf 
of bread for me from what you have and bring it to me, and then make something for yourself and 
your son. For this is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says: ‘The jar of flour will not be used up and 
the jug of oil will not run dry until the day the Lord sends rain on the land.’”



She went away and did as Elijah had told her. So there was food every day for Elijah and for the 
woman and her family. For the jar of flour was not used up and the jug of oil did not run dry, in 
keeping with the word of the Lord spoken by Elijah.

Some time later the son of the woman who owned the house became ill. He grew worse and 
worse, and finally stopped breathing. She said to Elijah, “What do you have against me, man of 
God? Did you come to remind me of my sin and kill my son?”

“Give me your son,” Elijah replied. He took him from her arms, carried him to the upper room 
where he was staying, and laid him on his bed. Then he cried out to the Lord, “Lord my God, have 
you brought tragedy even on this widow I am staying with, by causing her son to die?” Then he 
stretched himself out on the boy three times and cried out to the Lord, “Lord my God, let this 
boy’s life return to him!”

The Lord heard Elijah’s cry, and the boy’s life returned to him, and he lived. Elijah picked up the 
child and carried him down from the room into the house. He gave him to his mother and said, 
“Look, your son is alive!”

Then the woman said to Elijah, “Now I know that you are a man of God and that the word of the 
Lord from your mouth is the truth.”

2 Kings 4:1-7 The Widow’s Olive Oil

The wife of a man from the company of the prophets cried out to Elisha, “Your servant my 
husband is dead, and you know that he revered the Lord. But now his creditor is coming to take 
my two boys as his slaves.”

Elisha replied to her, “How can I help you? Tell me, what do you have in your house?”

“Your servant has nothing there at all,” she said, “except a small jar of olive oil.”

Elisha said, “Go around and ask all your neighbors for empty jars. Don’t ask for just a few. Then go 
inside and shut the door behind you and your sons. Pour oil into all the jars, and as each is filled, 
put it to one side.”

She left him and shut the door behind her and her sons. They brought the jars to her and she kept 
pouring. When all the jars were full, she said to her son, “Bring me another one.”

But he replied, “There is not a jar left.” Then the oil stopped flowing.

She went and told the man of God, and he said, “Go, sell the oil and pay your debts. You and 
your sons can live on what is left.”

Malachi 3:6-18 Breaking Covenant by Withholding Tithes

“I the Lord do not change. So you, the descendants of Jacob, are not destroyed. Ever since the 
time of your ancestors you have turned away from my decrees and have not kept them. Return to 
me, and I will return to you,” says the Lord Almighty.

“But you ask, ‘How are we to return?’ Will a mere mortal rob God? Yet you rob me. But you ask, 
‘How are we robbing you?’

“In tithes and offerings. You are under a curse—your whole nation—because you are robbing me. 
Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test me in this,” 
says the Lord Almighty, “and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so 
much blessing that there will not be room enough to store it. I will prevent pests from devouring 
your crops, and the vines in your fields will not drop their fruit before it is ripe,” says the Lord 
Almighty. “Then all the nations will call you blessed, for yours will be a delightful land,” says the 
Lord Almighty.



“You have spoken arrogantly against me,” says the Lord.

“Yet you ask, ‘What have we said against you?’

“You have said, ‘It is futile to serve God. What do we gain by carrying out his requirements and 
going about like mourners before the Lord Almighty? But now we call the arrogant blessed. 
Certainly evildoers prosper, and even when they put God to the test, they get away with it.’”

Then those who feared the Lord talked with each other, and the Lord listened and heard. A scroll 
of remembrance was written in his presence concerning those who feared the Lord and honored 
his name.

“On the day when I act,” says the Lord Almighty, “they will be my treasured possession. I will 
spare them, just as a father has compassion and spares his son who serves him. And you will again 
see the distinction between the righteous and the wicked, between those who serve God and 
those who do not.

Matthew 14:13-21 Jesus Feeds the Five Thousand
When Jesus heard what had happened, he withdrew by boat privately to a solitary place. Hearing 
of this, the crowds followed him on foot from the towns. When Jesus landed and saw a large 
crowd, he had compassion on them and healed their sick.

As evening approached, the disciples came to him and said, “This is a remote place, and it’s 
already getting late. Send the crowds away, so they can go to the villages and buy themselves 
some food.”

Jesus replied, “They do not need to go away. You give them something to eat.”

“We have here only five loaves of bread and two fish,” they answered.

“Bring them here to me,” he said. And he directed the people to sit down on the grass. Taking 
the five loaves and the two fish and looking up to heaven, he gave thanks and broke the loaves. 
Then he gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the people. They all ate and 
were satisfied, and the disciples picked up twelve basketfuls of broken pieces that were left over. 
The number of those who ate was about five thousand men, besides women and children.

Mark 6:30-44 Jesus Feeds the Five Thousand
The apostles gathered around Jesus and reported to him all they had done and taught. Then, 
because so many people were coming and going that they did not even have a chance to eat, he 
said to them, “Come with me by yourselves to a quiet place and get some rest.”

So they went away by themselves in a boat to a solitary place. But many who saw them leaving 
recognized them and ran on foot from all the towns and got there ahead of them. When Jesus 
landed and saw a large crowd, he had compassion on them, because they were like sheep without 
a shepherd. So he began teaching them many things.

By this time it was late in the day, so his disciples came to him. “This is a remote place,” they said, 
“and it’s already very late. Send the people away so that they can go to the surrounding 
countryside and villages and buy themselves something to eat.”

But he answered, “You give them something to eat.”

They said to him, “That would take more than half a year’s wages[e]! Are we to go and spend that 
much on bread and give it to them to eat?”

“How many loaves do you have?” he asked. “Go and see.”

When they found out, they said, “Five—and two fish.”



Then Jesus directed them to have all the people sit down in groups on the green grass. So they 
sat down in groups of hundreds and fifties. Taking the five loaves and the two fish and looking up 
to heaven, he gave thanks and broke the loaves. Then he gave them to his disciples to distribute 
to the people. He also divided the two fish among them all. They all ate and were satisfied, and 
the disciples picked up twelve basketfuls of broken pieces of bread and fish. The number of the 
men who had eaten was five thousand.

Luke 9:10-17 Jesus Feeds the Five Thousand
When the apostles returned, they reported to Jesus what they had done. Then he took them with 
him and they withdrew by themselves to a town called Bethsaida, but the crowds learned about it 
and followed him. He welcomed them and spoke to them about the kingdom of God, and healed 
those who needed healing.

Late in the afternoon the Twelve came to him and said, “Send the crowd away so they can go to 
the surrounding villages and countryside and find food and lodging, because we are in a remote 
place here.”

He replied, “You give them something to eat.”

They answered, “We have only five loaves of bread and two fish—unless we go and buy food for 
all this crowd.” (About five thousand men were there.)

But he said to his disciples, “Have them sit down in groups of about fifty each.” The disciples did 
so, and everyone sat down. Taking the five loaves and the two fish and looking up to heaven, he 
gave thanks and broke them. Then he gave them to the disciples to distribute to the people. They 
all ate and were satisfied, and the disciples picked up twelve basketfuls of broken pieces that 
were left over.

John 6:1-14 Jesus Feeds the Five Thousand
Some time after this, Jesus crossed to the far shore of the Sea of Galilee (that is, the Sea of 
Tiberias), and a great crowd of people followed him because they saw the signs he had 
performed by healing the sick. Then Jesus went up on a mountainside and sat down with his 
disciples. The Jewish Passover Festival was near.

When Jesus looked up and saw a great crowd coming toward him, he said to Philip, “Where shall 
we buy bread for these people to eat?” He asked this only to test him, for he already had in mind 
what he was going to do.

Philip answered him, “It would take more than half a year’s wages to buy enough bread for each 
one to have a bite!”

Another of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, spoke up, “Here is a boy with five small 
barley loaves and two small fish, but how far will they go among so many?”

Jesus said, “Have the people sit down.” There was plenty of grass in that place, and they sat 
down (about five thousand men were there). Jesus then took the loaves, gave thanks, and 
distributed to those who were seated as much as they wanted. He did the same with the fish.

When they had all had enough to eat, he said to his disciples, “Gather the pieces that are left 
over. Let nothing be wasted.” So they gathered them and filled twelve baskets with the pieces of 
the five barley loaves left over by those who had eaten.

After the people saw the sign Jesus performed, they began to say, “Surely this is the Prophet who 
is to come into the world.”



In the Old Testament, God gave back two-fold what the devil had stolen. In the New 
Testament, it is said that everything we sacrifice for Christ will be returned hundred-fold.

Job 42:10-17 God blessed Job 
After Job had prayed for his friends, the Lord restored his fortunes and gave him twice as much as 
he had before. All his brothers and sisters and everyone who had known him before came and ate 
with him in his house. They comforted and consoled him over all the trouble the Lord had 
brought on him, and each one gave him a piece of silver and a gold ring.

The Lord blessed the latter part of Job’s life more than the former part. He had fourteen thousand 
sheep, six thousand camels, a thousand yoke of oxen and a thousand donkeys. And he also had 
seven sons and three daughters. The first daughter he named Jemimah, the second Keziah and 
the third Keren-Happuch. Nowhere in all the land were there found women as beautiful as Job’s 
daughters, and their father granted them an inheritance along with their brothers.

After this, Job lived a hundred and forty years; he saw his children and their children to the fourth 
generation. And so Job died, an old man and full of years.

Isaiah 61:6-7
And you will be called priests of the Lord, you will be named ministers of our God. You will feed 
on the wealth of nations, and in their riches you will boast. Instead of your shame you will receive 
a double portion, and instead of disgrace you will rejoice in your inheritance. And so you will 
inherit a double portion in your land, and everlasting joy will be yours.

Zechariah 9:11-12 
As for you, because of the blood of my covenant with you, I will free your prisoners from the 
waterless pit. Return to your fortress, you prisoners of hope; even now I announce that I will 
restore twice as much to you.

Matthew 19:27-30 
Peter answered him, “We have left everything to follow you! What then will there be for us?”

Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, at the renewal of all things, when the Son of Man sits on his 
glorious throne, you who have followed me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve 
tribes of Israel. And everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or wife 
or children or fields for my sake will receive a hundred times as much and will inherit eternal life. 
But many who are first will be last, and many who are last will be first.

Mark 10:28-31 
Then Peter spoke up, “We have left everything to follow you!”

“Truly I tell you,” Jesus replied, “no one who has left home or brothers or sisters or mother or 
father or children or fields for me and the gospel will fail to receive a hundred times as much in 
this present age: homes, brothers, sisters, mothers, children and fields—along with persecutions
—and in the age to come eternal life. But many who are first will be last, and the last first.” 




