
FOLLOW GOD - FOLLOW SPIRITUAL LEADERS

Exodus 16:1-8 (Who are we? You are not grumbling against us, but against the Lord) 
The whole Israelite community set out from Elim and came to the Desert of Sin, which is between 
Elim and Sinai, on the fifteenth day of the second month after they had come out of Egypt. In the 
desert the whole community grumbled against Moses and Aaron. The Israelites said to them, “If 
only we had died by the Lord’s hand in Egypt! There we sat around pots of meat and ate all the 
food we wanted, but you have brought us out into this desert to starve this entire assembly to 
death.”

Then the Lord said to Moses, “I will rain down bread from heaven for you. The people are to go 
out each day and gather enough for that day. In this way I will test them and see whether they will 
follow my instructions. On the sixth day they are to prepare what they bring in, and that is to be 
twice as much as they gather on the other days.”

So Moses and Aaron said to all the Israelites, “In the evening you will know that it was the Lord 
who brought you out of Egypt, and in the morning you will see the glory of the Lord, because he 
has heard your grumbling against him. Who are we, that you should grumble against us?” Moses 
also said, “You will know that it was the Lord when he gives you meat to eat in the evening and all 
the bread you want in the morning, because he has heard your grumbling against him. Who are 
we? You are not grumbling against us, but against the Lord.”

Numbers 12:1-16 Miriam and Aaron Oppose Moses

Miriam and Aaron began to talk against Moses because of his Cushite wife, for he had married a 
Cushite. “Has the Lord spoken only through Moses?” they asked. “Hasn’t he also spoken through 
us?” And the Lord heard this. (Now Moses was a very humble man, more humble than anyone else 
on the face of the earth.)

At once the Lord said to Moses, Aaron and Miriam, “Come out to the tent of meeting, all three of 
you.” So the three of them went out. Then the Lord came down in a pillar of cloud; he stood at the 
entrance to the tent and summoned Aaron and Miriam. When the two of them stepped forward, 
he said, “Listen to my words:

“When there is a prophet among you, I, the Lord, reveal myself to them in visions, I speak to them 
in dreams. But this is not true of my servant Moses; he is faithful in all my house. With him I speak 
face to face, clearly and not in riddles; he sees the form of the Lord. Why then were you not afraid 
to speak against my servant Moses?”

The anger of the Lord burned against them, and he left them. When the cloud lifted from above 
the tent, Miriam’s skin was leprous—it became as white as snow. Aaron turned toward her and saw 
that she had a defiling skin disease, and he said to Moses, “Please, my lord, I ask you not to hold 
against us the sin we have so foolishly committed. Do not let her be like a stillborn infant coming 
from its mother’s womb with its flesh half eaten away.”

So Moses cried out to the Lord, “Please, God, heal her!”

The Lord replied to Moses, “If her father had spit in her face, would she not have been in disgrace 
for seven days? Confine her outside the camp for seven days; after that she can be brought back.” 
So Miriam was confined outside the camp for seven days, and the people did not move on till she 
was brought back.

After that, the people left Hazeroth and encamped in the Desert of Paran.



1 Samuel 15:1-29 The Lord Rejects Saul as King

Samuel said to Saul, “I am the one the Lord sent to anoint you king over his people Israel; so listen 
now to the message from the Lord. This is what the Lord Almighty says: ‘I will punish the 
Amalekites for what they did to Israel when they waylaid them as they came up from Egypt. Now 
go, attack the Amalekites and totally destroy all that belongs to them. Do not spare them; put to 
death men and women, children and infants, cattle and sheep, camels and donkeys.’”

So Saul summoned the men and mustered them at Telaim—two hundred thousand foot soldiers 
and ten thousand from Judah. Saul went to the city of Amalek and set an ambush in the ravine. 
Then he said to the Kenites, “Go away, leave the Amalekites so that I do not destroy you along 
with them; for you showed kindness to all the Israelites when they came up out of Egypt.” So the 
Kenites moved away from the Amalekites.

Then Saul attacked the Amalekites all the way from Havilah to Shur, near the eastern border of 
Egypt. He took Agag king of the Amalekites alive, and all his people he totally destroyed with the 
sword. But Saul and the army spared Agag and the best of the sheep and cattle, the fat calves and 
lambs—everything that was good. These they were unwilling to destroy completely, but 
everything that was despised and weak they totally destroyed.

Then the word of the Lord came to Samuel: “I regret that I have made Saul king, because he has 
turned away from me and has not carried out my instructions.” Samuel was angry, and he cried out 
to the Lord all that night.

Early in the morning Samuel got up and went to meet Saul, but he was told, “Saul has gone to 
Carmel. There he has set up a monument in his own honor and has turned and gone on down to 
Gilgal.”

When Samuel reached him, Saul said, “The Lord bless you! I have carried out the Lord’s 
instructions.”

But Samuel said, “What then is this bleating of sheep in my ears? What is this lowing of cattle that 
I hear?”

Saul answered, “The soldiers brought them from the Amalekites; they spared the best of the 
sheep and cattle to sacrifice to the Lord your God, but we totally destroyed the rest.”

“Enough!” Samuel said to Saul. “Let me tell you what the Lord said to me last night.”

“Tell me,” Saul replied.

Samuel said, “Although you were once small in your own eyes, did you not become the head of 
the tribes of Israel? The Lord anointed you king over Israel. And he sent you on a mission, saying, 
‘Go and completely destroy those wicked people, the Amalekites; wage war against them until 
you have wiped them out.’ Why did you not obey the Lord? Why did you pounce on the plunder 
and do evil in the eyes of the Lord?”

“But I did obey the Lord,” Saul said. “I went on the mission the Lord assigned me. I completely 
destroyed the Amalekites and brought back Agag their king. The soldiers took sheep and cattle 
from the plunder, the best of what was devoted to God, in order to sacrifice them to the Lord your 
God at Gilgal.”

But Samuel replied: “Does the Lord delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices as much as in obeying 
the Lord? To obey is better than sacrifice, and to heed is better than the fat of rams. For rebellion 
is like the sin of divination, and arrogance like the evil of idolatry. Because you have rejected the 
word of the Lord, he has rejected you as king.”

Then Saul said to Samuel, “I have sinned. I violated the Lord’s command and your instructions. I 
was afraid of the men and so I gave in to them. Now I beg you, forgive my sin and come back with



me, so that I may worship the Lord.”

But Samuel said to him, “I will not go back with you. You have rejected the word of the Lord, and 
the Lord has rejected you as king over Israel!”

As Samuel turned to leave, Saul caught hold of the hem of his robe, and it tore. Samuel said to 
him, “The Lord has torn the kingdom of Israel from you today and has given it to one of your 
neighbors—to one better than you. He who is the Glory of Israel does not lie or change his mind; 
for he is not a human being, that he should change his mind.”

1 Samuel 16:1 Samuel Anoints David
The Lord said to Samuel, “How long will you mourn for Saul, since I have rejected him as king over 
Israel? Fill your horn with oil and be on your way; I am sending you to Jesse of Bethlehem. I have 
chosen one of his sons to be king.”

1 Samuel 24:1-22 Davut Saul'un Canını Bağışlıyor
After Saul returned from pursuing the Philistines, he was told, “David is in the Desert of En Gedi.” 
So Saul took three thousand able young men from all Israel and set out to look for David and his 
men near the Crags of the Wild Goats.

He came to the sheep pens along the way; a cave was there, and Saul went in to relieve himself. 
David and his men were far back in the cave. The men said, “This is the day the Lord spoke of 
when he said[b] to you, ‘I will give your enemy into your hands for you to deal with as you wish.’” 
Then David crept up unnoticed and cut off a corner of Saul’s robe.

Afterward, David was conscience-stricken for having cut off a corner of his robe. He said to his 
men, “The Lord forbid that I should do such a thing to my master, the Lord’s anointed, or lay my 
hand on him; for he is the anointed of the Lord.” With these words David sharply rebuked his men 
and did not allow them to attack Saul. And Saul left the cave and went his way.

Then David went out of the cave and called out to Saul, “My lord the king!” When Saul looked 
behind him, David bowed down and prostrated himself with his face to the ground. He said to 
Saul, “Why do you listen when men say, ‘David is bent on harming you’? This day you have seen 
with your own eyes how the Lord delivered you into my hands in the cave. Some urged me to kill 
you, but I spared you; I said, ‘I will not lay my hand on my lord, because he is the Lord’s anointed.’ 
See, my father, look at this piece of your robe in my hand! I cut off the corner of your robe but did 
not kill you. See that there is nothing in my hand to indicate that I am guilty of wrongdoing or 
rebellion. I have not wronged you, but you are hunting me down to take my life. May the Lord 
judge between you and me. And may the Lord avenge the wrongs you have done to me, but my 
hand will not touch you. As the old saying goes, ‘From evildoers come evil deeds,’ so my hand will 
not touch you.

“Against whom has the king of Israel come out? Who are you pursuing? A dead dog? A flea? May 
the Lord be our judge and decide between us. May he consider my cause and uphold it; may he 
vindicate me by delivering me from your hand.”

When David finished saying this, Saul asked, “Is that your voice, David my son?” And he wept 
aloud. “You are more righteous than I,” he said. “You have treated me well, but I have treated you 
badly. You have just now told me about the good you did to me; the Lord delivered me into your 
hands, but you did not kill me. When a man finds his enemy, does he let him get away unharmed?

May the Lord reward you well for the way you treated me today. I know that you will surely be king

Zifliler Giva'ya, Saul'un yanına gidip, “Davut Yesimon'a bakan Hakila Tepesi'nde gizleniyor” 
dediler. Bunun uzerine Saul uc bin secme Israilli askerle Zif Colu'nde Davut'u aramaya cıktı. 
Yesimon'a bakan Hakila Tepesi'nde, yol kenarında ordugah kurdu. Kırda bulunan Davut, Saul'un



and that the kingdom of Israel will be established in your hands. Now swear to me by the Lord that 
you will not kill off my descendants or wipe out my name from my father’s family.”

So David gave his oath to Saul. Then Saul returned home, but David and his men went up to the 
stronghold. 

1 Samuel 26:1-25 David Again Spares Saul’s Life

The Ziphites went to Saul at Gibeah and said, “Is not David hiding on the hill of Hakilah, which 
faces Jeshimon?”

So Saul went down to the Desert of Ziph, with his three thousand select Israelite troops, to search 
there for David. Saul made his camp beside the road on the hill of Hakilah facing Jeshimon, but 
David stayed in the wilderness. When he saw that Saul had followed him there, he sent out scouts 
and learned that Saul had definitely arrived.

Then David set out and went to the place where Saul had camped. He saw where Saul and Abner 
son of Ner, the commander of the army, had lain down. Saul was lying inside the camp, with the 
army encamped around him.

David then asked Ahimelek the Hittite and Abishai son of Zeruiah, Joab’s brother, “Who will go 
down into the camp with me to Saul?”

“I’ll go with you,” said Abishai.

So David and Abishai went to the army by night, and there was Saul, lying asleep inside the camp 
with his spear stuck in the ground near his head. Abner and the soldiers were lying around him.

Abishai said to David, “Today God has delivered your enemy into your hands. Now let me pin him 
to the ground with one thrust of the spear; I won’t strike him twice.”

But David said to Abishai, “Don’t destroy him! Who can lay a hand on the Lord’s anointed and be 
guiltless? As surely as the Lord lives,” he said, “the Lord himself will strike him, or his time will 
come and he will die, or he will go into battle and perish. But the Lord forbid that I should lay a 
hand on the Lord’s anointed. Now get the spear and water jug that are near his head, and let’s 
go.”

So David took the spear and water jug near Saul’s head, and they left. No one saw or knew about 
it, nor did anyone wake up. They were all sleeping, because the Lord had put them into a deep 
sleep.

Then David crossed over to the other side and stood on top of the hill some distance away; there 
was a wide space between them. He called out to the army and to Abner son of Ner, “Aren’t you 
going to answer me, Abner?”

Abner replied, “Who are you who calls to the king?”

David said, “You’re a man, aren’t you? And who is like you in Israel? Why didn’t you guard your 
lord the king? Someone came to destroy your lord the king. What you have done is not good. As 
surely as the Lord lives, you and your men must die, because you did not guard your master, the 
Lord’s anointed. Look around you. Where are the king’s spear and water jug that were near his 
head?”

Saul recognized David’s voice and said, “Is that your voice, David my son?”

David replied, “Yes it is, my lord the king.” And he added, “Why is my lord pursuing his servant? 
What have I done, and what wrong am I guilty of? Now let my lord the king listen to his servant’s 
words. If the Lord has incited you against me, then may he accept an offering. If, however, people 
have done it, may they be cursed before the Lord! They have driven me today from my share in 



the Lord’s inheritance and have said, ‘Go, serve other gods.’ Now do not let my blood fall to the 
ground far from the presence of the Lord. The king of Israel has come out to look for a flea—as 
one hunts a partridge in the mountains.”

Then Saul said, “I have sinned. Come back, David my son. Because you considered my life 
precious today, I will not try to harm you again. Surely I have acted like a fool and have been 
terribly wrong.”

“Here is the king’s spear,” David answered. “Let one of your young men come over and get it. 
The Lord rewards everyone for their righteousness and faithfulness. The Lord delivered you into 
my hands today, but I would not lay a hand on the Lord’s anointed. As surely as I valued your life 
today, so may the Lord value my life and deliver me from all trouble.”

Then Saul said to David, “May you be blessed, David my son; you will do great things and surely 
triumph.”

So David went on his way, and Saul returned home.

1 Kings 13:1-10 The Man of God From Judah
By the word of the Lord a man of God came from Judah to Bethel, as Jeroboam was standing by 
the altar to make an offering. By the word of the Lord he cried out against the altar: “Altar, altar! 
This is what the Lord says: ‘A son named Josiah will be born to the house of David. On you he will 
sacrifice the priests of the high places who make offerings here, and human bones will be burned 
on you.’” That same day the man of God gave a sign: “This is the sign the Lord has declared: The 
altar will be split apart and the ashes on it will be poured out.”

When King Jeroboam heard what the man of God cried out against the altar at Bethel, he 
stretched out his hand from the altar and said, “Seize him!” But the hand he stretched out toward 
the man shriveled up, so that he could not pull it back. Also, the altar was split apart and its ashes 
poured out according to the sign given by the man of God by the word of the Lord.

Then the king said to the man of God, “Intercede with the Lord your God and pray for me that my 
hand may be restored.” So the man of God interceded with the Lord, and the king’s hand was 
restored and became as it was before.

The king said to the man of God, “Come home with me for a meal, and I will give you a gift.”

But the man of God answered the king, “Even if you were to give me half your possessions, I 
would not go with you, nor would I eat bread or drink water here. For I was commanded by the 
word of the Lord: ‘You must not eat bread or drink water or return by the way you came.’” So he 
took another road and did not return by the way he had come to Bethel.

1 Timothy 5:17-19 (Show double honor to spiritual leaders, teachers)
The elders who direct the affairs of the church well are worthy of double honor, especially those 
whose work is preaching and teaching. For Scripture says, “Do not muzzle an ox while it is 
treading out the grain,” and “The worker deserves his wages.” Do not entertain an accusation 
against an elder unless it is brought by two or three witnesses.




