
LOVE YOUR ENEMIES!

Matthew 5:43-48 (Luke 6:27-28,32-36) Love for Enemies
“You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ But I tell you, love 
your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, that you may be children of your Father in 
heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and 
the unrighteous. If you love those who love you, what reward will you get? Are not even the tax 
collectors doing that? And if you greet only your own people, what are you doing more than 
others? Do not even pagans do that? Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.“

Luke 6:27-42 (Matthew 5:38-48; 7:12) Love for Enemies
“But to you who are listening I say: Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless 
those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you. If someone slaps you on one cheek, turn to 
them the other also. If someone takes your coat, do not withhold your shirt from them. Give to 
everyone who asks you, and if anyone takes what belongs to you, do not demand it back. Do to 
others as you would have them do to you.

“If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? Even sinners love those who love them. 
And if you do good to those who are good to you, what credit is that to you? Even sinners do that. 
And if you lend to those from whom you expect repayment, what credit is that to you? Even 
sinners lend to sinners, expecting to be repaid in full. But love your enemies, do good to them, 
and lend to them without expecting to get anything back. Then your reward will be great, and you 
will be children of the Most High, because he is kind to the ungrateful and wicked. Be merciful, 
just as your Father is merciful.

Judging Others 
(Matthew 7:1-5) “Do not judge, and you will not be judged. Do not condemn, and you will not be 
condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven. Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, 
pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the 
measure you use, it will be measured to you.”

He also told them this parable: “Can the blind lead the blind? Will they not both fall into a pit? The 
student is not above the teacher, but everyone who is fully trained will be like their teacher.

“Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother’s eye and pay no attention to the plank 
in your own eye? How can you say to your brother, ‘Brother, let me take the speck out of your 
eye,’ when you yourself fail to see the plank in your own eye? You hypocrite, first take the plank 
out of your eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the speck from your brother’s eye.

Ephesians 6:10-20 The Armor of God
Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. Put on the full armor of God, so that you 
can take your stand against the devil’s schemes. For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, 
but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the 
spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that when 
the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and after you have done everything, 
to stand. Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled around your waist, with the breastplate of 
righteousness in place, and with your feet fitted with the readiness that comes from the gospel of 
peace. In addition to all this, take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the 



flaming arrows of the evil one. Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is 
the word of God.

And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be 
alert and always keep on praying for all the Lord’s people. Pray also for me, that whenever I speak, 
words may be given me so that I will fearlessly make known the mystery of the gospel, for which I 
am an ambassador in chains. Pray that I may declare it fearlessly, as I should.




