
BELIEVERS WILL HAVE DIFFERENT STANDING IN GOD'S KINGDOM

Matthew 5:17-20 
“Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish 
them but to fulfill them. For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest 
letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from the Law until everything is 
accomplished. Therefore anyone who sets aside one of the least of these commands and teaches 
others accordingly will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever practices and 
teaches these commands will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. For I tell you that unless 
your righteousness surpasses that of the Pharisees and the teachers of the law, you will certainly 
not enter the kingdom of heaven.” 

Matthew 11:11 
Truly I tell you, among those born of women there has not risen anyone greater than John the 
Baptist; yet whoever is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.

Luke 7:28 
I tell you, among those born of women there is no one greater than John; yet the one who is least 
in the kingdom of God is greater than he.

Matthew 18:1-7 The Greatest in the Kingdom of Heaven 
At that time the disciples came to Jesus and asked, “Who, then, is the greatest in the kingdom 
of heaven?”

He called a little child to him, and placed the child among them. And he said: “Truly I tell you, 
unless you change and become like little children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. 
Therefore, whoever takes the lowly position of this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. 
And whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me.

“If anyone causes one of these little ones—those who believe in me—to stumble, it would be 
better for them to have a large millstone hung around their neck and to be drowned in the depths 
of the sea. Woe to the world because of the things that cause people to stumble! Such things 
must come, but woe to the person through whom they come!“

Luke 9:46-48 Who is the greatest?
An argument started among the disciples as to which of them would be the greatest. Jesus, 
knowing their thoughts, took a little child and had him stand beside him. Then he said to them, 
“Whoever welcomes this little child in my name welcomes me; and whoever welcomes me 
welcomes the one who sent me. For it is the one who is least among you all who is the greatest.”

Mark 9:33-37 Who is the greatest? 
They came to Capernaum. When he was in the house, he asked them, “What were you arguing 
about on the road?” But they kept quiet because on the way they had argued about who was the 
greatest.



Sitting down, Jesus called the Twelve and said, “Anyone who wants to be first must be the very 
last, and the servant of all.”

He took a little child whom he placed among them. Taking the child in his arms, he said to them, 
“Whoever welcomes one of these little children in my name welcomes me; and whoever welcomes 
me does not welcome me but the one who sent me.”

Luke 22:24-30 
A dispute also arose among them as to which of them was considered to be greatest. Jesus said 
to them, “The kings of the Gentiles lord it over them; and those who exercise authority over them 
call themselves Benefactors. But you are not to be like that. Instead, the greatest among you 
should be like the youngest, and the one who rules like the one who serves. For who is greater, 
the one who is at the table or the one who serves? Is it not the one who is at the table? But I am 
among you as one who serves. You are those who have stood by me in my trials. And I confer on 
you a kingdom, just as my Father conferred one on me, so that you may eat and drink at my table 
in my kingdom and sit on thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.

Matthew 20:20-28 (Mark 10:35-45) A Mother’s Request
Then the mother of Zebedee’s sons came to Jesus with her sons and, kneeling down, asked a 
favor of him.

“What is it you want?” he asked.

She said, “Grant that one of these two sons of mine may sit at your right and the other at your left 
in your kingdom.”

“You don’t know what you are asking,” Jesus said to them. “Can you drink the cup I am going to 
drink?”

“We can,” they answered.

Jesus said to them, “You will indeed drink from my cup, but to sit at my right or left is not for me 
to grant. These places belong to those for whom they have been prepared by my Father.”

When the ten heard about this, they were indignant with the two brothers. Jesus called them 
together and said, “You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their high 
officials exercise authority over them. Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great 
among you must be your servant, and whoever wants to be first must be your slave—just as the 
Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.”

Mark 10:35-45 (Matthew 20:20-28) The Request of James and John
Then James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came to him. “Teacher,” they said, “we want you to 
do for us whatever we ask.”

“What do you want me to do for you?” he asked.

They replied, “Let one of us sit at your right and the other at your left in your glory.”

“You don’t know what you are asking,” Jesus said. “Can you drink the cup I drink or be baptized 
with the baptism I am baptized with?”

“We can,” they answered.

Jesus said to them, “You will drink the cup I drink and be baptized with the baptism I am baptized 
with, but to sit at my right or left is not for me to grant. These places belong to those for whom 



they have been prepared.” 

When the ten heard about this, they became indignant with James and John. Jesus called them 
together and said, “You know that those who are regarded as rulers of the Gentiles lord it over 
them, and their high officials exercise authority over them. Not so with you. Instead, whoever 
wants to become great among you must be your servant, and whoever wants to be first must be 
slave of all. For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life 
as a ransom for many.”

Matthew 25:14-30 (Luke 19:11-27) The Parable of the Bags of Gold
“Again, it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and entrusted his wealth 
to them. To one he gave five bags of gold, to another two bags, and to another one bag, each 
according to his ability. Then he went on his journey. The man who had received five bags of gold 
went at once and put his money to work and gained five bags more. So also, the one with two 
bags of gold gained two more. But the man who had received one bag went off, dug a hole in the 
ground and hid his master’s money.

“After a long time the master of those servants returned and settled accounts with them. The man 
who had received five bags of gold brought the other five. ‘Master,’ he said, ‘you entrusted me 
with five bags of gold. See, I have gained five more.’

“His master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few 
things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master’s happiness!’

“The man with two bags of gold also came. ‘Master,’ he said, ‘you entrusted me with two bags of 
gold; see, I have gained two more.’

“His master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few 
things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master’s happiness!’

“Then the man who had received one bag of gold came. ‘Master,’ he said, ‘I knew that you are a 
hard man, harvesting where you have not sown and gathering where you have not scattered seed. 
So I was afraid and went out and hid your gold in the ground. See, here is what belongs to you.’

“His master replied, ‘You wicked, lazy servant! So you knew that I harvest where I have not sown 
and gather where I have not scattered seed? Well then, you should have put my money on deposit 
with the bankers, so that when I returned I would have received it back with interest.

“‘So take the bag of gold from him and give it to the one who has ten bags. For whoever has will 
be given more, and they will have an abundance. Whoever does not have, even what they have 
will be taken from them. And throw that worthless servant outside, into the darkness, where there 
will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’”

Luke 19:11-27 (Matthew 25:14-30) The Parable of the Ten Minas
While they were listening to this, he went on to tell them a parable, because he was near 
Jerusalem and the people thought that the kingdom of God was going to appear at once. He 
said: “A man of noble birth went to a distant country to have himself appointed king and then to 
return. So he called ten of his servants and gave them ten minas. ‘Put this money to work,’ he said, 
‘until I come back.’

“But his subjects hated him and sent a delegation after him to say, ‘We don’t want this man to be 
our king.’

“He was made king, however, and returned home. Then he sent for the servants to whom he had 
given the money, in order to find out what they had gained with it.



“The first one came and said, ‘Sir, your mina has earned ten more.’
“‘Well done, my good servant!’ his master replied. ‘Because you have been trustworthy in a very 
small matter, take charge of ten cities.’

“The second came and said, ‘Sir, your mina has earned five more.’

“His master answered, ‘You take charge of five cities.’
“Then another servant came and said, ‘Sir, here is your mina; I have kept it laid away in a piece of 
cloth. I was afraid of you, because you are a hard man. You take out what you did not put in and 
reap what you did not sow.’

“His master replied, ‘I will judge you by your own words, you wicked servant! You knew, did you, 
that I am a hard man, taking out what I did not put in, and reaping what I did not sow? Why then 
didn’t you put my money on deposit, so that when I came back, I could have collected it with 
interest?’

“Then he said to those standing by, ‘Take his mina away from him and give it to the one who has 
ten minas.’

“‘Sir,’ they said, ‘he already has ten!’
“He replied, ‘I tell you that to everyone who has, more will be given, but as for the one who has 
nothing, even what they have will be taken away. But those enemies of mine who did not want me 
to be king over them—bring them here and kill them in front of me.’”

1 Corinthians 15:35-41 The Resurrection Body
But someone will ask, “How are the dead raised? With what kind of body will they come?” How 
foolish! What you sow does not come to life unless it dies. When you sow, you do not plant the 
body that will be, but just a seed, perhaps of wheat or of something else. But God gives it a body 
as he has determined, and to each kind of seed he gives its own body. Not all flesh is the same: 
People have one kind of flesh, animals have another, birds another and fish another. There are also 
heavenly bodies and there are earthly bodies; but the splendor of the heavenly bodies is one kind, 
and the splendor of the earthly bodies is another. The sun has one kind of splendor, the 
moon another and the stars another; and star differs from star in splendor.

Revelation 22:12-13 
“Look, I am coming soon! My reward is with me, and I will give to each person according to what 
they have done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and the 
End.“

Romans 14:10-12 (God's Judgement Seat)
You, then, why do you judge your brother or sister? Or why do you treat them with contempt? For 

we will all stand before God’s judgment seat. It is written: “‘As surely as I live,’ says the Lord, 
‘every knee will bow before me; every tongue will acknowledge God.’” So then, each of us will 
give an account of ourselves to God.

1 Corinthians 3:10-15 (Reward for what is built – Tested in the Fire)

By the grace God has given me, I laid a foundation as a wise builder, and someone else is building



on it. But each one should build with care. For no one can lay any foundation other than the one 
already laid, which is Jesus Christ. If anyone builds on this foundation using gold, silver, costly 
stones, wood, hay or straw, their work will be shown for what it is, because the Day will bring it to 
light. It will be revealed with fire, and the fire will test the quality of each person’s work. If what has 
been built survives, the builder will receive a reward. If it is burned up, the builder will suffer loss 
but yet will be saved—even though only as one escaping through the flames.

2 Corinthians 5:1-10 Awaiting the New Body

For we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building from God, an 
eternal house in heaven, not built by human hands. Meanwhile we groan, longing to be clothed 
instead with our heavenly dwelling, because when we are clothed, we will not be found naked. For 
while we are in this tent, we groan and are burdened, because we do not wish to be unclothed but 
to be clothed instead with our heavenly dwelling, so that what is mortal may be swallowed up by 
life. Now the one who has fashioned us for this very purpose is God, who has given us the Spirit as 
a deposit, guaranteeing what is to come.

Therefore we are always confident and know that as long as we are at home in the body we are 
away from the Lord. For we live by faith, not by sight. We are confident, I say, and would prefer to 
be away from the body and at home with the Lord. So we make it our goal to please him, whether 
we are at home in the body or away from it. For we must all appear before the judgment seat of 
Christ, so that each of us may receive what is due us for the things done while in the body, 
whether good or bad.




