
MAN LOOKS AT THE OUTSIDE, GOD LOOKS AT THE HEART
GOD'S ORDER AND OUR ORDER ARE DIFFERENT

1 Samuel 16:1-13 Samuel Anoints David
The Lord said to Samuel, “How long will you mourn for Saul, since I have rejected him as king over 
Israel? Fill your horn with oil and be on your way; I am sending you to Jesse of Bethlehem. I have 
chosen one of his sons to be king.”

But Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul hears about it, he will kill me.”
The Lord said, “Take a heifer with you and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the Lord.’ Invite Jesse 
to the sacrifice, and I will show you what to do. You are to anoint for me the one I indicate.”

Samuel did what the Lord said. When he arrived at Bethlehem, the elders of the town trembled 
when they met him. They asked, “Do you come in peace?”

Samuel replied, “Yes, in peace; I have come to sacrifice to the Lord. Consecrate yourselves and 
come to the sacrifice with me.” Then he consecrated Jesse and his sons and invited them to the 
sacrifice.

When they arrived, Samuel saw Eliab and thought, “Surely the Lord’s anointed stands here before 
the Lord.”

But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not consider his appearance or his height, for I have rejected 
him. The Lord does not look at the things people look at. People look at the outward appearance, 
but the Lord looks at the heart.”

Then Jesse called Abinadab and had him pass in front of Samuel. But Samuel said, “The Lord has 
not chosen this one either.” Jesse then had Shammah pass by, but Samuel said, “Nor has the Lord 
chosen this one.” Jesse had seven of his sons pass before Samuel, but Samuel said to him, “The 
Lord has not chosen these.” So he asked Jesse, “Are these all the sons you have?”

“There is still the youngest,” Jesse answered. “He is tending the sheep.”
Samuel said, “Send for him; we will not sit down until he arrives.”
So he sent for him and had him brought in. He was glowing with health and had a fine appearance 
and handsome features.

Then the Lord said, “Rise and anoint him; this is the one.”
So Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the presence of his brothers, and from that day 
on the Spirit of the Lord came powerfully upon David. Samuel then went to Ramah.

Judges 6:1-16 Gideon
The Israelites did evil in the eyes of the Lord, and for seven years he gave them into the hands of 
the Midianites. Because the power of Midian was so oppressive, the Israelites prepared shelters for 
themselves in mountain clefts, caves and strongholds. Whenever the Israelites planted their crops, 
the Midianites, Amalekites and other eastern peoples invaded the country. They camped on the 
land and ruined the crops all the way to Gaza and did not spare a living thing for Israel, neither 
sheep nor cattle nor donkeys. They came up with their livestock and their tents like swarms of 
locusts. It was impossible to count them or their camels; they invaded the land to ravage it. Midian 
so impoverished the Israelites that they cried out to the Lord for help.

When the Israelites cried out to the Lord because of Midian, he sent them a prophet, who said, 
“This is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says: I brought you up out of Egypt, out of the land of 
slavery. I rescued you from the hand of the Egyptians. And I delivered you from the hand of all 



your oppressors; I drove them out before you and gave you their land. I said to you, ‘I am the 
Lordyour God; do not worship the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you live.’ But you have 
not listened to me.”

The angel of the Lord came and sat down under the oak in Ophrah that belonged to Joash the 
Abiezrite, where his son Gideon was threshing wheat in a winepress to keep it from the Midianites. 
When the angel of the Lord appeared to Gideon, he said, “The Lord is with you, mighty warrior.”

“Pardon me, my lord,” Gideon replied, “but if the Lord is with us, why has all this happened to us? 
Where are all his wonders that our ancestors told us about when they said, ‘Did not the Lord bring 
us up out of Egypt?’ But now the Lord has abandoned us and given us into the hand of Midian.”

The Lord turned to him and said, “Go in the strength you have and save Israel out of Midian’s 
hand. Am I not sending you?”

“Pardon me, my lord,” Gideon replied, “but how can I save Israel? My clan is the weakest in 
Manasseh, and I am the least in my family.”

The Lord answered, “I will be with you, and you will strike down all the Midianites, leaving none 
alive.”

Mark 12:41-44 (Luke 21:1-4)  The Widow’s Offering
Jesus sat down opposite the place where the offerings were put and watched the crowd putting 
their money into the temple treasury. Many rich people threw in large amounts. But a poor widow 
came and put in two very small copper coins, worth only a few cents.

Calling his disciples to him, Jesus said, “Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put more into the 
treasury than all the others. They all gave out of their wealth; but she, out of her poverty, put in 
everything—all she had to live on.”

Mark 14:1-11 Jesus Anointed at Bethany

Now the Passover and the Festival of Unleavened Bread were only two days away, and the chief 
priests and the teachers of the law were scheming to arrest Jesus secretly and kill him. “But not 
during the festival,” they said, “or the people may riot.”

While he was in Bethany, reclining at the table in the home of Simon the Leper, a woman came 
with an alabaster jar of very expensive perfume, made of pure nard. She broke the jar and poured 
the perfume on his head.

Some of those present were saying indignantly to one another, “Why this waste of perfume? It 
could have been sold for more than a year’s wages and the money given to the poor.” And they 
rebuked her harshly.

“Leave her alone,” said Jesus. “Why are you bothering her? She has done a beautiful thing to me. 
The poor you will always have with you, and you can help them any time you want. But you will not 
always have me. She did what she could. She poured perfume on my body beforehand to prepare 
for my burial. Truly I tell you, wherever the gospel is preached throughout the world, what she has 
done will also be told, in memory of her.”

Then Judas Iscariot, one of the Twelve, went to the chief priests to betray Jesus to them. They 
were delighted to hear this and promised to give him money. So he watched for an opportunity to 
hand him over. 

Matthew 19:16-30 (Mark 10:17-31; Luke 18:18-30) The Rich and the Kingdom of God 
Just then a man came up to Jesus and asked, “Teacher, what good thing must I do to get eternal



life?”
“Why do you ask me about what is good?” Jesus replied. “There is only One who is good. If you 
want to enter life, keep the commandments.”

“Which ones?” he inquired.
Jesus replied, “‘You shall not murder, you shall not commit adultery, you shall not steal, you shall 
not give false testimony, honor your father and mother,’ and ‘love your neighbor as yourself.’”

“All these I have kept,” the young man said. “What do I still lack?”
Jesus answered, “If you want to be perfect, go, sell your possessions and give to the poor, and 
you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.”

When the young man heard this, he went away sad, because he had great wealth.
Then Jesus said to his disciples, “Truly I tell you, it is hard for someone who is rich to enter the 
kingdom of heaven. Again I tell you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than 
for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God.”

When the disciples heard this, they were greatly astonished and asked, “Who then can be 
saved?”

Jesus looked at them and said, “With man this is impossible, but with God all things are 
possible.”

Peter answered him, “We have left everything to follow you! What then will there be for us?”
Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, at the renewal of all things, when the Son of Man sits on his 
glorious throne, you who have followed me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve 
tribes of Israel. And everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or wife 
or children or fields for my sake will receive a hundred times as much and will inherit eternal life. 
But many who are first will be last, and many who are last will be first.

Matthew 20:1-16 The Parable of the Workers in the Vineyard
“For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire workers 
for his vineyard. He agreed to pay them a denarius for the day and sent them into his vineyard.

“About nine in the morning he went out and saw others standing in the marketplace doing 
nothing. He told them, ‘You also go and work in my vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.’ 
So they went.

“He went out again about noon and about three in the afternoon and did the same thing. About 
five in the afternoon he went out and found still others standing around. He asked them, ‘Why 
have you been standing here all day long doing nothing?’

“‘Because no one has hired us,’ they answered.

“He said to them, ‘You also go and work in my vineyard.’

“When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his foreman, ‘Call the workers and pay 
them their wages, beginning with the last ones hired and going on to the first.’

“The workers who were hired about five in the afternoon came and each received a denarius. So 
when those came who were hired first, they expected to receive more. But each one of them also 
received a denarius. When they received it, they began to grumble against the landowner. ‘These 
who were hired last worked only one hour,’ they said, ‘and you have made them equal to us who 
have borne the burden of the work and the heat of the day.’

“But he answered one of them, ‘I am not being unfair to you, friend. Didn’t you agree to work for 
a denarius? Take your pay and go. I want to give the one who was hired last the same as I gave



you. Don’t I have the right to do what I want with my own money? Or are you envious because I 
am generous?’

“So the last will be first, and the first will be last.”

Mark 9:33-35 (Anyone who wants to be first must be a servant)

They came to Capernaum. When he was in the house, he asked them, “What were you arguing 
about on the road?” But they kept quiet because on the way they had argued about who was the 
greatest.

Sitting down, Jesus called the Twelve and said, “Anyone who wants to be first must be the very 
last, and the servant of all.”




