
CAN WOMEN BE PROPHETS?

Exodus 15:19-21 Miriam 
When Pharaoh’s horses, chariots and horsemen went into the sea, the Lord brought the waters of 
the sea back over them, but the Israelites walked through the sea on dry ground. Then Miriam the 
prophet, Aaron’s sister, took a timbrel in her hand, and all the women followed her, with timbrels 
and dancing. Miriam sang to them: “Sing to the Lord, for he is highly exalted. Both horse and 
driver he has hurled into the sea.”

Micah 6:4 
I brought you up out of Egypt and redeemed you from the land of slavery. I sent Moses to lead 
you, also Aaron and Miriam.

Judes 4:1-5 Deborah 
Again the Israelites did evil in the eyes of the Lord, now that Ehud was dead. So the Lord sold 
them into the hands of Jabin king of Canaan, who reigned in Hazor. Sisera, the commander of his 
army, was based in Harosheth Haggoyim. Because he had nine hundred chariots fitted with iron 
and had cruelly oppressed the Israelites for twenty years, they cried to the Lord for help.

Now Deborah, a prophet, the wife of Lappidoth, was leading Israel at that time. She held court 
under the Palm of Deborah between Ramah and Bethel in the hill country of Ephraim, and the 
Israelites went up to her to have their disputes decided.

2 Kings 22:8-14 Huldah
Hilkiah the high priest said to Shaphan the secretary, “I have found the Book of the Law in the 
temple of the Lord.” He gave it to Shaphan, who read it. Then Shaphan the secretary went to the 
king and reported to him: “Your officials have paid out the money that was in the temple of the 
Lord and have entrusted it to the workers and supervisors at the temple.” Then Shaphan the 
secretary informed the king, “Hilkiah the priest has given me a book.” And Shaphan read from it in 
the presence of the king.

When the king heard the words of the Book of the Law, he tore his robes. He gave these orders to 
Hilkiah the priest, Ahikam son of Shaphan, Akbor son of Micaiah, Shaphan the secretary and 
Asaiah the king’s attendant: “Go and inquire of the Lord for me and for the people and for all 
Judah about what is written in this book that has been found. Great is the Lord’s anger that burns 
against us because those who have gone before us have not obeyed the words of this book; they 
have not acted in accordance with all that is written there concerning us.”

Hilkiah the priest, Ahikam, Akbor, Shaphan and Asaiah went to speak to the prophet Huldah, who 
was the wife of Shallum son of Tikvah, the son of Harhas, keeper of the wardrobe. She lived in 
Jerusalem, in the New Quarter.

Joel 2:28-29 (Your Sons and Daughters will Prophecy) 
And afterward, I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy, 
our old men will dream dreams, your young men will see visions. Even on my servants, both men 
and women, I will pour out my Spirit in those days.



Isaiah 8:1-8
The Lord said to me, “Take a large scroll and write on it with an ordinary pen: Maher-Shalal-Hash-
Baz.” So I called in Uriah the priest and Zechariah son of Jeberekiah as reliable witnesses for me. 
Then I made love to the prophetess, and she conceived and gave birth to a son. And the Lord 
said to me, “Name him Maher-Shalal-Hash-Baz. For before the boy knows how to say ‘My father’ 
or ‘My mother,’ the wealth of Damascus and the plunder of Samaria will be carried off by the king 
of Assyria.”

The Lord spoke to me again: “Because this people has rejected the gently flowing waters of 
Shiloah and rejoices over Rezin and the son of Remaliah, therefore the Lord is about to bring 
against them the mighty floodwaters of the Euphrates—the king of Assyria with all his pomp. It 
will overflow all its channels, run over all its banks and sweep on into Judah, swirling over it, 
passing through it and reaching up to the neck. Its outspread wings will cover the breadth of your 
land, Immanuel!”

Luke 2:33-40 Anna
The child’s father and mother marveled at what was said about him. Then Simeon blessed them 
and said to Mary, his mother: “This child is destined to cause the falling and rising of many in 
Israel, and to be a sign that will be spoken against, so that the thoughts of many hearts will be 
revealed. And a sword will pierce your own soul too.”

There was also a prophet, Anna, the daughter of Penuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was very old; 
she had lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, and then was a widow until she 
was eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshiped night and day, fasting and praying. 
Coming up to them at that very moment, she gave thanks to God and spoke about the child to all 
who were looking forward to the redemption of Jerusalem.

When Joseph and Mary had done everything required by the Law of the Lord, they returned to 
Galilee to their own town of Nazareth. And the child grew and became strong; he was filled with 
wisdom, and the grace of God was on him.

Acts 21:7-11 (Four prophesying daughters)

We continued our voyage from Tyre and landed at Ptolemais, where we greeted the brothers and 
sisters and stayed with them for a day. Leaving the next day, we reached Caesarea and stayed at 
the house of Philip the evangelist, one of the Seven. He had four unmarried daughters who 
prophesied.

After we had been there a number of days, a prophet named Agabus came down from 
Judea. Coming over to us, he took Paul’s belt, tied his own hands and feet with it and said, 
“The Holy Spirit says, ‘In this way the Jewish leaders in Jerusalem will bind the owner of this 
belt and will hand him over to the Gentiles.’”




