
WHO IS WISE, WHO IS A FOOL?

EARTHLY WISDOM - GODLY WISDOM

WISDOM 

1 Kings 3:1-28 (2 Chronicles 1:3-12)  Solomon Asks for Wisdom

Solomon made an alliance with Pharaoh king of Egypt and married his daughter. He brought her 
to the City of David until he finished building his palace and the temple of the Lord, and the wall 
around Jerusalem. The people, however, were still sacrificing at the high places, because a 
temple had not yet been built for the Name of the Lord. Solomon showed his love for the Lord by 
walking according to the instructions given him by his father David, except that he offered 
sacrifices and burned incense on the high places.

The king went to Gibeon to offer sacrifices, for that was the most important high place, and 
Solomon offered a thousand burnt offerings on that altar. At Gibeon the Lord appeared to 
Solomon during the night in a dream, and God said, “Ask for whatever you want me to give you.”

Solomon answered, “You have shown great kindness to your servant, my father David, because he 
was faithful to you and righteous and upright in heart. You have continued this great kindness to 
him and have given him a son to sit on his throne this very day.

“Now, Lord my God, you have made your servant king in place of my father David. But I am only a 
little child and do not know how to carry out my duties. Your servant is here among the people 
you have chosen, a great people, too numerous to count or number. So give your servant a 
discerning heart to govern your people and to distinguish between right and wrong. For who is 
able to govern this great people of yours?”

The Lord was pleased that Solomon had asked for this. So God said to him, “Since you have asked 
for this and not for long life or wealth for yourself, nor have asked for the death of your enemies 
but for discernment in administering justice, I will do what you have asked. I will give you a wise 
and discerning heart, so that there will never have been anyone like you, nor will there ever be. 
Moreover, I will give you what you have not asked for—both wealth and honor—so that in your 
lifetime you will have no equal among kings. And if you walk in obedience to me and keep my 
decrees and commands as David your father did, I will give you a long life.” Then Solomon awoke
—and he realized it had been a dream.

He returned to Jerusalem, stood before the ark of the Lord’s covenant and sacrificed burnt 
offerings and fellowship offerings. Then he gave a feast for all his court.

A Wise Ruling
Now two prostitutes came to the king and stood before him. One of them said, “Pardon me, my 
lord. This woman and I live in the same house, and I had a baby while she was there with me. The 
third day after my child was born, this woman also had a baby. We were alone; there was no one 
in the house but the two of us.

“During the night this woman’s son died because she lay on him. So she got up in the middle of 
the night and took my son from my side while I your servant was asleep. She put him by her breast 
and put her dead son by my breast. The next morning, I got up to nurse my son—and he was 
dead! But when I looked at him closely in the morning light, I saw that it wasn’t the son I had 
borne.”



The other woman said, “No! The living one is my son; the dead one is yours.”
But the first one insisted, “No! The dead one is yours; the living one is mine.” And so they argued 
before the king.

The king said, “This one says, ‘My son is alive and your son is dead,’ while that one says, ‘No! Your 
son is dead and mine is alive.’”

Then the king said, “Bring me a sword.” So they brought a sword for the king. He then gave an 
order: “Cut the living child in two and give half to one and half to the other.”

The woman whose son was alive was deeply moved out of love for her son and said to the king, 
“Please, my lord, give her the living baby! Don’t kill him!”

But the other said, “Neither I nor you shall have him. Cut him in two!”
Then the king gave his ruling: “Give the living baby to the first woman. Do not kill him; she is his 
mother.”

When all Israel heard the verdict the king had given, they held the king in awe, because they saw 
that he had wisdom from God to administer justice.

1 Kings 4:29-34 Solomon’s Wisdom
God gave Solomon wisdom and very great insight, and a breadth of understanding as measureless 
as the sand on the seashore. Solomon’s wisdom was greater than the wisdom of all the people of 
the East, and greater than all the wisdom of Egypt. He was wiser than anyone else, including Ethan 
the Ezrahite—wiser than Heman, Kalkol and Darda, the sons of Mahol. And his fame spread to all 
the surrounding nations. He spoke three thousand proverbs and his songs numbered a thousand 
and five. He spoke about plant life, from the cedar of Lebanon to the hyssop that grows out of 
walls. He also spoke about animals and birds, reptiles and fish. From all nations people came to 
listen to Solomon’s wisdom, sent by all the kings of the world, who had heard of his wisdom.

1 Kings 10:23-24
King Solomon was greater in riches and wisdom than all the other kings of the earth. The whole 
world sought audience with Solomon to hear the wisdom God had put in his heart.

Psalm 111:10 
The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom; all who follow his precepts have good 
understanding. To him belongs eternal praise.

Psalm 119:97-104 
Oh, how I love your law! I meditate on it all day long. Your commands are always with me and make 
me wiser than my enemies. I have more insight than all my teachers, for I meditate on your statutes. 
I have more understanding than the elders, for I obey your precepts. I have kept my feet from every 
evil path so that I might obey your word. I have not departed from your laws, for you yourself have 
taught me. How sweet are your words to my taste, sweeter than honey to my mouth! I gain 
understanding from your precepts; therefore I hate every wrong path.

Proverbs 1:7 

The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge, but fools despise wisdom and instruction.
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Proverbs 2:1-22 Moral Benefits of Wisdom

My son, if you accept my words and store up my commands within you, turning your ear to 
wisdom and applying your heart to understanding— indeed, if you call out for insight and cry 
aloud for understanding, and if you look for it as for silver and search for it as for hidden treasure, 
then you will understand the fear of the Lord and find the knowledge of God. For the Lord gives 
wisdom; from his mouth come knowledge and understanding. He holds success in store for the 
upright, he is a shield to those whose walk is blameless, for he guards the course of the just and 
protects the way of his faithful ones. Then you will understand what is right and just and fair—every 
good path. For wisdom will enter your heart, and knowledge will be pleasant to your soul. 
Discretion will protect you, and understanding will guard you. Wisdom will save you from the ways 
of wicked men, from men whose words are perverse, who have left the straight paths to walk in 
dark ways, who delight in doing wrong and rejoice in the perverseness of evil, whose paths are 
crooked and who are devious in their ways. Wisdom will save you also from the adulterous woman, 
from the wayward woman with her seductive words, who has left the partner of her youth and 
ignored the covenant she made before God. Surely her house leads down to death and her paths 
to the spirits of the dead. None who go to her return or attain the paths of life. Thus you will walk 
in the ways of the good and keep to the paths of the righteous. For the upright will live in the land, 
and the blameless will remain in it; but the wicked will be cut off from the land, and the unfaithful 
will be torn from it.

Proverbs 3:1-35 Wisdom Bestows Well-Being

My son, do not forget my teaching, but keep my commands in your heart, for they will prolong 
your life many years and bring you peace and prosperity. Let love and faithfulness never leave you; 
bind them around your neck, write them on the tablet of your heart. Then you will win favor and a 
good name in the sight of God and man. Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your 
own understanding; in all your ways submit to him, and he will make your paths straight. Do not be 
wise in your own eyes; fear the Lord and shun evil. This will bring health to your body and 
nourishment to your bones. Honor the Lord with your wealth, with the firstfruits of all your crops; 
then your barns will be filled to overflowing, and your vats will brim over with new wine. My son, 
do not despise the Lord’s discipline, and do not resent his rebuke, because the Lord disciplines 
those he loves, as a father the son he delights in. Blessed are those who find wisdom, those who 
gain understanding, for she is more profitable than silver and yields better returns than gold. She 
is more precious than rubies; nothing you desire can compare with her. Long life is in her right 
hand; in her left hand are riches and honor. Her ways are pleasant ways, and all her paths are 
peace. She is a tree of life to those who take hold of her; those who hold her fast will be blessed. 
By wisdom the Lord laid the earth’s foundations, by understanding he set the heavens in place; by 
his knowledge the watery depths were divided, and the clouds let drop the dew. My son, do not 
let wisdom and understanding out of your sight, preserve sound judgment and discretion; they will 
be life for you, an ornament to grace your neck. Then you will go on your way in safety, and your 
foot will not stumble. When you lie down, you will not be afraid; when you lie down, your sleep will 
be sweet. Have no fear of sudden disaster or of the ruin that overtakes the wicked, for the Lord will 
be at your side and will keep your foot from being snared. Do not withhold good from those to 
whom it is due, when it is in your power to act. Do not say to your neighbor, “Come back 
tomorrow and I’ll give it to you”— when you already have it with you. Do not plot harm against 
your neighbor, who lives trustfully near you. Do not accuse anyone for no reason— when they 
have done you no harm. Do not envy the violent or choose any of their ways. For the Lord detests 
the perverse but takes the upright into his confidence. The Lord’s curse is on the house of the 
wicked, but he blesses the home of the righteous. He mocks proud mockers but shows favor to 
the humble and oppressed.



Proverbs 4:1-27 Get Wisdom at Any Cost

Listen, my sons, to a father’s instruction; pay attention and gain understanding. I give you sound 
learning, so do not forsake my teaching. For I too was a son to my father, still tender, and 
cherished by my mother. Then he taught me, and he said to me, “Take hold of my words with all 
your heart; keep my commands, and you will live. Get wisdom, get understanding; do not forget 
my words or turn away from them. Do not forsake wisdom, and she will protect you; love her, and 
she will watch over you. The beginning of wisdom is this: Get wisdom. Though it cost all you have, 
get understanding. Cherish her, and she will exalt you; embrace her, and she will honor you. She 
will give you a garland to grace your head and present you with a glorious crown.” Listen, my son, 
accept what I say, and the years of your life will be many. I instruct you in the way of wisdom and 
lead you along straight paths. When you walk, your steps will not be hampered; when you run, you 
will not stumble. Hold on to instruction, do not let it go; guard it well, for it is your life. Do not set 
foot on the path of the wicked or walk in the way of evildoers. Avoid it, do not travel on it; turn 
from it and go on your way. For they cannot rest until they do evil; they are robbed of sleep till 
they make someone stumble. They eat the bread of wickedness and drink the wine of violence. 
The path of the righteous is like the morning sun, shining ever brighter till the full light of day. But 
the way of the wicked is like deep darkness; they do not know what makes them stumble. My son, 
pay attention to what I say; turn your ear to my words. Do not let them out of your sight, keep 
them within your heart; for they are life to those who find them and health to one’s whole body. 
Above all else, guard your heart, for everything you do flows from it. Keep your mouth free of 
perversity; keep corrupt talk far from your lips. Let your eyes look straight ahead; fix your gaze 
directly before you. Give careful thought to the paths for your feet and be steadfast in all your 
ways. Do not turn to the right or the left; keep your foot from evil.

Proverbs 8:1-36 Wisdom’s Call

Does not wisdom call out? Does not understanding raise her voice? At the highest point along the 
way, where the paths meet, she takes her stand; beside the gate leading into the city, at the 
entrance, she cries aloud: “To you, O people, I call out; I raise my voice to all mankind. You who 
are simple, gain prudence; you who are foolish, set your hearts on it. Listen, for I have trustworthy 
things to say; I open my lips to speak what is right. My mouth speaks what is true, for my lips 
detest wickedness. All the words of my mouth are just; none of them is crooked or perverse. To 
the discerning all of them are right; they are upright to those who have found knowledge. Choose 
my instruction instead of silver, knowledge rather than choice gold, for wisdom is more precious 
than rubies, and nothing you desire can compare with her. “I, wisdom, dwell together with 
prudence; I possess knowledge and discretion. To fear the Lord is to hate evil; I hate pride and 
arrogance, evil behavior and perverse speech. Counsel and sound judgment are mine; I have 
insight, I have power. By me kings reign and rulers issue decrees that are just; by me princes 
govern, and nobles—all who rule on earth. I love those who love me, and those who seek me find 
me. With me are riches and honor, enduring wealth and prosperity. My fruit is better than fine 
gold; what I yield surpasses choice silver. I walk in the way of righteousness, along the paths of 
justice, bestowing a rich inheritance on those who love me and making their treasuries full. “The 
Lord brought me forth as the first of his works, before his deeds of old; I was formed long ages 
ago, at the very beginning, when the world came to be. When there were no watery depths, I was 
given birth, when there were no springs overflowing with water; before the mountains were settled 
in place, before the hills, I was given birth, before he made the world or its fields or any of the dust 
of the earth. I was there when he set the heavens in place, when he marked out the horizon on the 
face of the deep, when he established the clouds above and fixed securely the fountains of the 
deep, when he gave the sea its boundary so the waters would not overstep his command, and 
when he marked out the foundations of the earth. Then I was constantly at his side. I was filled



with delight day after day, rejoicing always in his presence, rejoicing in his whole world and 
delighting in mankind. “Now then, my children, listen to me; blessed are those who keep my ways. 
Listen to my instruction and be wise; do not disregard it. Blessed are those who listen to me, 
watching daily at my doors, waiting at my doorway. For those who find me find life and receive 
favor from the Lord. But those who fail to find me harm themselves; all who hate me love death.”

Proverbs 9:1-18 Invitations of Wisdom and Folly

Wisdom has built her house; she has set up its seven pillars. She has prepared her meat and mixed 
her wine; she has also set her table. She has sent out her servants, and she calls from the highest 
point of the city, “Let all who are simple come to my house!” To those who have no sense she 
says, “Come, eat my food and drink the wine I have mixed. Leave your simple ways and you will 
live; walk in the way of insight.” Whoever corrects a mocker invites insults; whoever rebukes the 
wicked incurs abuse. Do not rebuke mockers or they will hate you; rebuke the wise and they will 
love you. Instruct the wise and they will be wiser still; teach the righteous and they will add to their 
learning. The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, and knowledge of the Holy One is 
understanding. For through wisdom your days will be many, and years will be added to your life. If 
you are wise, your wisdom will reward you; if you are a mocker, you alone will suffer. Folly is an 
unruly woman; she is simple and knows nothing. She sits at the door of her house, on a seat at the 
highest point of the city, calling out to those who pass by, who go straight on their way, “Let all 
who are simple come to my house!” To those who have no sense she says, “Stolen water is sweet; 
food eaten in secret is delicious!” But little do they know that the dead are there, that her guests 
are deep in the realm of the dead.

Proverbs 11:2 
When pride comes, then comes disgrace, but with humility comes wisdom.

Proverbs 14:6 
The mocker seeks wisdom and finds none, but knowledge comes easily to the discerning.

Proverbs 14:33 
Wisdom reposes in the heart of the discerning and even among fools she lets herself be known.

Proverbs 15:33 
Wisdom’s instruction is to fear the Lord, and humility comes before honor.

Proverbs 16:16 
How much better to get wisdom than gold, to get insight rather than silver!

Proverbs 17:16 
Why should fools have money in hand to buy wisdom, when they are not able to understand it?

Proverbs 17:24 
A discerning person keeps wisdom in view, but a fool’s eyes wander to the ends of the earth.

Proverbs 21:30 
There is no wisdom, no insight, no plan that can succeed against the Lord.



Proverbs 23:33 
Buy the truth and do not sell it— wisdom, instruction and insight as well.

Proverbs 24:3-4
By wisdom a house is built, and through understanding it is established; through knowledge 
its rooms are filled with rare and beautiful treasures.

Ecclesiastes 2:13 
I saw that wisdom is better than folly, just as light is better than darkness.

Ecclesiastes 2:24-26

A person can do nothing better than to eat and drink and find satisfaction in their own toil. This 
too, I see, is from the hand of God, for without him, who can eat or find enjoyment? To the person 
who pleases him, God gives wisdom, knowledge and happiness, but to the sinner he gives the 
task of gathering and storing up wealth to hand it over to the one who pleases God. This too is 
meaningless, a chasing after the wind.

Ecclesiastes 7:11-12

Wisdom, like an inheritance, is a good thing and benefits those who see the sun. Wisdom is a 
shelter as money is a shelter, but the advantage of knowledge is this: Wisdom preserves those 
who have it.

Ecclesiastes 7:19 
Wisdom makes one wise person more powerful than ten rulers in a city.

Ecclesiastes 8:1

Who is like the wise? Who knows the explanation of things? A person’s wisdom brightens their 
face and changes its hard appearance.

Ecclesiastes 10:10 
If the ax is dull and its edge unsharpened, more strength is needed, but skill will bring success.

Matthew 11:18-19

For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon.’ The Son of Man came 
eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Here is a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and 
sinners.’ But wisdom is proved right by her deeds.”

Luke 21:15
For I will give you words and wisdom that none of your adversaries will be able to resist or 
contradict.



Acts 6:8-10 
Now Stephen, a man full of God’s grace and power, performed great wonders and signs among 
the people. Opposition arose, however, from members of the Synagogue of the Freedmen (as it 
was called)—Jews of Cyrene and Alexandria as well as the provinces of Cilicia and Asia—who 
began to argue with Stephen. But they could not stand up against the wisdom the Spirit gave him 
as he spoke.

1 Corinthians 1:18-31 Christ Crucified Is God’s Power and Wisdom
For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being 
saved it is the power of God. For it is written: “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise; the 
intelligence of the intelligent I will frustrate.”

Where is the wise person? Where is the teacher of the law? Where is the philosopher of this age? 
Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? For since in the wisdom of God the world 
through its wisdom did not know him, God was pleased through the foolishness of what was 
preached to save those who believe. Jews demand signs and Greeks look for wisdom, but we 
preach Christ crucified: a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, but to those whom 
God has called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. For the 
foolishness of God is wiser than human wisdom, and the weakness of God is stronger than human 
strength.

Brothers and sisters, think of what you were when you were called. Not many of you were wise by 
human standards; not many were influential; not many were of noble birth. But God chose the 
foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the world to shame 
the strong. God chose the lowly things of this world and the despised things—and the things that 
are not—to nullify the things that are, so that no one may boast before him. It is because of him 
that you are in Christ Jesus, who has become for us wisdom from God—that is, our righteousness, 
holiness and redemption. Therefore, as it is written: “Let the one who boasts boast in the Lord.”

1 Corinthians 2:1-16
And so it was with me, brothers and sisters. When I came to you, I did not come with eloquence or 
human wisdom as I proclaimed to you the testimony about God. For I resolved to know nothing 
while I was with you except Jesus Christ and him crucified. I came to you in weakness with great 
fear and trembling. My message and my preaching were not with wise and persuasive words, but 
with a demonstration of the Spirit’s power, so that your faith might not rest on human wisdom, but 
on God’s power.

God’s Wisdom Revealed by the Spirit 
We do, however, speak a message of wisdom among the mature, but not the wisdom of this age 
or of the rulers of this age, who are coming to nothing. No, we declare God’s wisdom, a mystery 
that has been hidden and that God destined for our glory before time began. None of the rulers 
of this age understood it, for if they had, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. However, 
as it is written: “What no eye has seen, what no ear has heard, and what no human mind has 
conceived”— the things God has prepared for those who love him— these are the things God has 
revealed to us by his Spirit.
The Spirit searches all things, even the deep things of God. For who knows a person’s thoughts 
except their own spirit within them? In the same way no one knows the thoughts of God except 
the Spirit of God. What we have received is not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from 
God, so that we may understand what God has freely given us. This is what we speak, not in words



taught us by human wisdom but in words taught by the Spirit, explaining spiritual realities with 
Spirit-taught words.

The person without the Spirit does not accept the things that come from the Spirit of God but 
considers them foolishness, and cannot understand them because they are discerned only through 
the Spirit. The person with the Spirit makes judgments about all things, but such a person is not 
subject to merely human judgments, for, “Who has known the mind of the Lord so as to instruct 
him?” But we have the mind of Christ.

1 Corinthians 3:18-23
Do not deceive yourselves. If any of you think you are wise by the standards of this age, you 
should become “fools” so that you may become wise. For the wisdom of this world is foolishness 
in God’s sight. As it is written: “He catches the wise in their craftiness”; and again, “The Lord 
knows that the thoughts of the wise are futile.” So then, no more boasting about human leaders! 
All things are yours, whether Paul or Apollos or Cephas or the world or life or death or the present 
or the future—all are yours, and you are of Christ, and Christ is of God.

2 Corinthians 1:12
Now this is our boast: Our conscience testifies that we have conducted ourselves in the world, and 
especially in our relations with you, with integrity and godly sincerity. We have done so, relying not 
on worldly wisdom but on God’s grace.

Ephesians 3:8-10 
Although I am less than the least of all the Lord’s people, this grace was given me: to preach to 
the Gentiles the boundless riches of Christ, and to make plain to everyone the administration of 
this mystery, which for ages past was kept hidden in God, who created all things. His intent was 
that now, through the church, the manifold wisdom of God should be made known to the rulers 
and authorities in the heavenly realms.

Ephesians 5:15 
Be very careful, then, how you live—not as unwise but as wise.

Colossians 2:1-10 
I want you to know how hard I am contending for you and for those at Laodicea, and for all who 
have not met me personally. My goal is that they may be encouraged in heart and united in love, 
so that they may have the full riches of complete understanding, in order that they may know the 
mystery of God, namely, Christ, in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. I 
tell you this so that no one may deceive you by fine-sounding arguments. For though I am absent 
from you in body, I am present with you in spirit and delight to see how disciplined you are and 
how firm your faith in Christ is. 

Spiritual Fullness in Christ 
So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live your lives in him, rooted and 
built up in him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing with thankfulness.



See to it that no one takes you captive through hollow and deceptive philosophy, which 
depends on human tradition and the elemental spiritual forces of this world rather than on Christ.

For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form, and in Christ you have been brought 
to fullness. He is the head over every power and authority.

James 1:5 
If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives generously to all without finding fault, 
and it will be given to you.

James 3:13-18 Two Kinds of Wisdom
Who is wise and understanding among you? Let them show it by their good life, by deeds done in 
the humility that comes from wisdom. But if you harbor bitter envy and selfish ambition in your 
hearts, do not boast about it or deny the truth. Such “wisdom” does not come down from heaven 
but is earthly, unspiritual, demonic. For where you have envy and selfish ambition, there you find 
disorder and every evil practice.

But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; then peace-loving, considerate, 
submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial and sincere. Peacemakers who sow in peace 
reap a harvest of righteousness.

WISE

Proverbs 3:7 

Do not be wise in your own eyes; fear the Lord and shun evil.

Proverbs 3:34-35
He mocks proud mockers but shows favor to the humble and oppressed. The wise inherit honor, 

but fools get only shame.

Proverbs 10:8 

The wise in heart accept commands, but a chattering fool comes to ruin.

Proverbs 10:14 

The wise store up knowledge, but the mouth of a fool invites ruin.

Proverbs  11:29-30
Whoever brings ruin on their family will inherit only wind, and the fool will be servant to the wise. 
The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life, and the one who is wise saves lives.

Proverbs 12:15
The way of fools seems right to them, but the wise listen to advice.



Proverbs 12:18 

The words of the reckless pierce like swords, but the tongue of the wise brings healing.

Proverbs 13:1 

A wise son heeds his father’s instruction, but a mocker does not respond to rebukes.

Proverbs 13:10 

Where there is strife, there is pride, but wisdom is found in those who take advice.

Proverbs 13:14 

The teaching of the wise is a fountain of life, turning a person from the snares of death.

Proverbs 13:20 

Walk with the wise and become wise, for a companion of fools suffers harm.

Proverbs 14:3 

A fool’s mouth lashes out with pride, but the lips of the wise protect them.

Proverbs 15:31 

Whoever heeds life-giving correction will be at home among the wise.

Proverbs 16:21-23
The wise in heart are called discerning, and gracious words promote instruction. Prudence is a 

fountain of life to the prudent, but folly brings punishment to fools. The hearts of the wise make 

their mouths prudent, and their lips promote instruction.

Proverbs 17:28 

Even fools are thought wise if they keep silent, and discerning if they hold their tongues.

Proverbs 18:15 

The heart of the discerning acquires knowledge, for the ears of the wise seek it out.

Proverbs 21:20-23
The wise store up choice food and olive oil, but fools gulp theirs down. Whoever pursues 
righteousness and love finds life, prosperity and honor. One who is wise can go up against the city 
of the mighty and pull down the stronghold in which they trust. Those who guard their mouths and 
their tongues keep themselves from calamity.



Proverbs 26:16 

A sluggard is wiser in his own eyes than seven people who answer discreetly.

Ecclesiastes 4:13-14 
Better a poor but wise youth than an old but foolish king who no longer knows how to heed a 
warning. The youth may have come from prison to the kingship, or he may have been born in 
poverty within his kingdom.

Ecclesiastes 7:12 
Wisdom is a shelter as money is a shelter, but the advantage of knowledge is this: Wisdom 
preserves those who have it.

Ecclesiastes 9:15-17
Now there lived in that city a man poor but wise, and he saved the city by his wisdom. But nobody 
remembered that poor man. So I said, “Wisdom is better than strength.” But the poor man’s 
wisdom is despised, and his words are no longer heeded. The quiet words of the wise are more to 
be heeded than the shouts of a ruler of fools. Wisdom is better than weapons of war, but one 
sinner destroys much good.

Ecclesiastes 10:2-3
The heart of the wise inclines to the right, but the heart of the fool to the left. Even as fools walk 

along the road, they lack sense and show everyone how stupid they are.

Ecclesiastes 10:12 

Words from the mouth of the wise are gracious, but fools are consumed by their own lips.

Ecclesiastes 12:11
The words of the wise are like goads, their collected sayings like firmly embedded nails—given by 

one shepherd.

Isaiah 5:21 

Woe to those who are wise in their own eyes and clever in their own sight.

Jeremiah 8:7-9
Even the stork in the sky knows her appointed seasons, and the dove, the swift and the thrush 
observe the time of their migration. But my people do not know the requirements of the Lord. 
“‘How can you say, “We are wise, for we have the law of the Lord,” when actually the lying pen of 
the scribes has handled it falsely? The wise will be put to shame; they will be dismayed and 
trapped. Since they have rejected the word of the Lord, what kind of wisdom do they have?



Jeremiah 9:23-24
This is what the Lord says: “Let not the wise boast of their wisdom or the strong boast of 
their strength or the rich boast of their riches, but let the one who boasts boast about this: 
that they have the understanding to know me, that I am the Lord, who exercises kindness, 
justice and righteousness on earth, for in these I delight,” declares the Lord.

Daniel 2:21
He changes times and seasons; he deposes kings and raises up others. He gives wisdom 

to the wise and knowledge to the discerning.

FOOL

Psalm 14:1

The fool says in his heart, “There is no God.” They are corrupt, their deeds are vile; there is no 
one who does good. 

Psalm 74:18 

Remember how the enemy has mocked you, Lord, how foolish people have reviled your name.

Psalm 74:22 

Rise up, O God, and defend your cause; remember how fools mock you all day long.

Proverbs 1:22
“How long will you who are simple love your simple ways? How long will mockers delight 

in mockery and fools hate knowledge?“

Proverbs 9:13 

Folly is an unruly woman; she is simple and knows nothing.

Proverbs 10:1
The proverbs of Solomon: A wise son brings joy to his father, but a foolish son brings grief to 
his mother.

Proverbs 10:18
Whoever conceals hatred with lying lips and spreads slander is a fool.

Proverbs 10:23
A fool finds pleasure in wicked schemes, but a person of understanding delights in wisdom.



Proverbs 15:2 

The tongue of the wise adorns knowledge, but the mouth of the fool gushes folly. 

Proverbs 15:20 

A wise son brings joy to his father, but a foolish man despises his mother.

Proverbs 17:16 

Why should fools have money in hand to buy wisdom, when they are not able to understand it? 

Proverbs 18:2 

Fools find no pleasure in understanding but delight in airing their own opinions. 

Proverbs 21:20 

The wise store up choice food and olive oil, but fools gulp theirs down.

Proverbs 26:11 

As a dog returns to its vomit, so fools repeat their folly.

Proverbs 28:26 

Those who trust in themselves are fools, but those who walk in wisdom are kept safe.

Ecclesiastes 7:9 

Do not be quickly provoked in your spirit, for anger resides in the lap of fools.




